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Operating Instructions



Contents
Verify that this package contains the following:
Digital I/O card in anti-static bag
2 6-32 Phillips head screws
40-conductor ribbon cable

Introduction
The DDP Digital Input / Output card enables the DDP to function with digital
equipment having an AES/EBU and/or S/PDIF digital interface. To take full
advantage of the Digital I/O card you must have software release 1.20 or later.The
DDP shows you which version of software it’s running by simply turning it off and
then on.The version number will display momentarily in the LCD display. If you
have an earlier version than 1.20, it will be necessary to return the DDP and the
Digital Input/Output card to the factory for installation.The modification will be
made within 48 hours and returned promptly. If you have a version earlier than
1.20 call dbx Technical Support at 801-568-7660 for return authorization
instructions.

If you have version 1.20 or later the Digital Input/Output option may be installed
in the field. Refer installation to proper service personnel. If you are not sure
where your local service center is, call dbx Technical Support at 801-568-7660 and
ask to speak to a technician, who will refer you to a factory authorized service
facility in your area.

CAUTION: For service personnel only:

To install the Digital I/O card, follow these instructions:

1. Disconnect all power and audio connections to the DDP.
2. Remove the cover of the DDP by removing the six lid screws, 2 of

which are hex socket head cap screws through the front panel on
either side of the top of the LCD screen.

3. Locate the card slot on the rear panel and remove the 4 screws and
cover plate from the DDP rear panel.

4. Using proper grounding techniques remove the Digital I/O card from
its protective bag.

5. From the inside of the DDP, install the card, lining up the holes on the
card with the threaded standoffs on the bottom of the chassis.

6. Start, but do not tighten, the 2 screws (included with the D I/O card)
through the holes in the card into the threaded standoffs in the chassis.

7. Use the 4 screws that held the blank cover plate on the DDP to secure
the Digital I/O card plate to the chassis. Start all 4 screws before
tightening them, then tighten the two remaining screws on the card.

8. Carefully install the 40-conductor ribbon cable onto the headers of the
DDP board and the Digital I/O card.

9. Replace the cover and 6 lid screws and reconnect the DDP.
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Operating Instructions
Once installed, the Digital I/O card will automatically be detected by the software,
and its controls and settings will be available in the Utilities menu of the DDP. (For
navigation instructions see the DDP manual.) 

Page 3 of the Utility menu gives you the ability to set the input and output modes
for the DDP. Note that when you choose one of the digital output modes, the
analog outputs are still active, giving you two simultaneous signals, one digital, the
other analog. Only one digital format is active at any given time, however.

The DDP also gives you the ability to choose input modes.You may now choose
analog, or digital (AES/EBU or S/PDIF). Note that when you choose a digital format
without any valid digital device connected to the digital input of the DDP, a
message appears in the curve window of the LCD screen indicating “Input Error”.
Always make sure your cables are hooked up properly. Remember to use the XLR
connectors for AES/EBU signals and the RCA jacks for S/PDIF signals.

Page 3 of the Utilities menu gives you the ability to change the input levels of the
digital signal on a channel-independent basis, allowing you to perform balance and
fine-tuning level operations within the DDP.

When you have chosen the digital input option, the sample rate of the DDP is
locked to the incoming signal’s sample rate. For example, if you have chosen a 
44.1 kHz  AES/EBU input signal, you will not be able to alter the sample frequency
setting which appears on the front page of the Utilities menu. Instead, there will be
a message displayed in the curve window on the right side of the display which
says,“Sample Rate Locked to Digital Input Frequency.”You will not be able to
alter the sample rate setting until the analog input selection is made.
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The symbols shown above are internationally accepted symbols that warn of potential
hazards with electrical products. The lightning flash with arrowpoint in an equilateral
triangle means that there are dangerous voltages present within the unit. The
exclamation point in an equilateral triangle indicates that it is necessary for the user
to refer to the owner’s manual.

These symbols warn that there are no user serviceable parts inside the unit. Do not
open the unit. Do not attempt to service the unit yourself. Refer all servicing to
qualified personnel. Opening the chassis for any reason will void the manufacturer’s
warranty. Do not get the unit wet. If liquid is spilled on the unit, shut it off immediately
and take it to a dealer for service. Disconnect the unit during storms to prevent
damage.

CAU T IO N

ATTENT ION:  RISQ UE DE  CHO C ELECTRIQUE -  NE  PAS  OUVRIR

WA RNING:  TO REDUCE THE R ISK  O F  F IRE  OR ELECTRIC �
SHOCK DO NOT EXPO SE TH IS  EQ UIPMENT TO  RA IN  OR M OISTURE

RISK  O F  ELECTRIC  SHO CK �
DO  NO T  O PEN

ELECTROMAGNETIC COMPATIBILITY 

This unit conforms to the Product Specifications noted on the
Declaration of Conformity. Operation is subject to the
following two conditions:

• this device may not cause harmful interference, and 
• this device must accept any interference received,

including interference that may cause undesired
operation.

Operation of this unit within significant electromagnetic fields
should be avoided.

• use only shielded interconnecting cables.

DECLARATION OF CONFORMITY

ManufacturerÕs Name: dbx Professional Products

ManufacturerÕs Address: 8760 S. Sandy Parkway
Sandy, Utah 84070, USA

declares that the product:

dbx DDP with Digital I/O Card

conforms to the following Product Specifications:

Safety: EN 60065 (1993)
IEC65 (1985) with Amendments 1, 2, 3

EMC: EN 55013 (1990)
EN 55020 (1991)

Supplementary Information:
The product herewith complies with the requirements of
the Low Voltage Directive 73/23/EEC and the EMC
Directive 89/336/EEC as amended by Directive
93/68/EEC.

dbx Professional Products
Vice-President of Engineering
8760 S. Sandy Parkway
Sandy, Utah 84070, USA
May 15, 1998

European Contact:  Your Local dbx Sales and Service Office or 

International Sales Office
68 Sheila Lane
Valparaiso, Indiana
46383, USA
Tel: (219) 462-0938
Fax: (219) 462-4596
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8760 South Sandy Pkwy.
Sandy, Utah 84070

Phone: (801) 568-7660
Fax: (801) 568-7662

IntÕl Fax: (219) 462-4596

Questions or comments?
E¥mail us at: customer@dbxpro.com

or visit our World Wide Web home page at:
www.dbxpro.com

A Harman International Company
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